11-12 Honors Biology Syllabus

Mr. Keith

Course Description:


This course will be an in depth introduction to the study of biology.  Learning of these concepts will be done in a number of diverse ways including, problem based learning, inquiry, cooperative learning, and experimentation.  When covering topics I will strive to make the topics very relevant.  At the end of this course I hope we will have developed a strong foundation of biological learning that students will build on in any manner they choose.

Expectations:


One key to success in any area is good organization.  In biology we will work to develop good organization skills.  This will include that students Must have a three ring binder in which they will keep handouts, readings, assignments, notes, and all graded materials and study aids.  This binder will be checked and graded at various times and will be reflected as part of your class participation grade. Binder checks will be posted in advance.  If you can not obtain a binder please talk to me and I’ll help you obtain one.  Require Materials (3 Ring Binder, Current Events journal (stays in class), book as requested, writing utensil)

General Rules:

1. Have all appropriate materials and supplies at your desk and be seated when the bell rings.

2. Respect the people, equipment, specimens, and furnishings in the classroom and school environment.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given.  If you have a question ask.

4. Clean up after yourself.  This includes all lab materials.

5. Observe all rules in the student handbook.

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK A RULE…

· First Time:  Verbal Warning

· Second Time:  Move seat and/or removal from activity.

· Third Time: A phone call to parents/guardian, Next day 30min. after school conference with teacher to create a behavior action plan.

· Fourth Time: Two after school detentions with teacher (30 min. each), Referral to office where decisions about your future in this class will be made.

***** Severe Disruption of Unsafe Behavior:  STUDENT WILL BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO OFFICE AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS WILL BE NOTIFIED!

Course Outline:

Unit 1:  Biological Principles (Aquatic Ecosphere/Ecology Project)

Unit 2: The Building Blocks of Life

Unit 3:DNA, Cell Division, and Development

Unit 4: Genetics

Unit 5: Classification

Unit 6: Organization-A Closer Look at the Nervous System

Unit 7: Discovering Kingdom Animalia

Grading:

My philosophy on learning is that we are here to gain concept mastery.  In that vain the majority of the grade will come through tests and projects which will be supported via formative learning or practice.  Don’t get nervous however since there are many different components to your grade as listed below.

	Type of Student Work
	Percent of Total Grade

	Tests/Projects
	30%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Homework
	10%

	Class Participation (Binder check included)
	15%

	Journals (Current Event Journals)
	15%

	In Class Work
	10%


Late homework:  With each assignment I will assign a due date. I view homework as your chance to practice to help you understand a concept.  Work not done on time is ineffective practice.  To help you in completing your practice I will be strict in this class You are an honors student and I hold you to a high standard.  LATE WORK will NOT be accepted.  If your work is not done on time you will receive a ZERO.  The only exception will be once a quarter you will be given an on-time pass.  If you forget your work etc.  Which happens to everyone once in a while.  With this pass you can turn your work in next class for full credit.  

  No cell phones:  If I see you using, the following consequences will take affect.  1st time:  I take phone and keep until end of day. 2nd and after:  I confiscate phone and you can get back from Mr. Galway or Mr. Healey.  All other minor problems will be handled through class participation point system.

Class participation point system:  For small assignments, being prepared, and working well with others I will use a point system.  For instance covering your book equals 5 points. Throughout the year you will gain points which will constitute your class participation grade.  You will only gain points except for the few cases which you would lose them, disrespect of, equipment, teacher, classmates, not being prepared etc.

WebPage:  This year I am launching the new webpage that goes along with all the classes I teach.  Use this page as a resource.  On it you will find your assignments, science links that you might find helpful, pictures of activities throughout the year, and this document.  Since your assignments will be posted on this page there is no excuse for not knowing your assignment and when it is due.  The webpage is as follows.

 lhsbioscience.weebly.com   

Teacher Availibilty:  I will be available by appointment before or after school.  I can also make arrangements during my preparation period and at lunch.  Additionally I can be emailed at rkeith@lisbonschoolsme.org or by phone via the school @ 207-353-3030.

Parent Teacher Conferences:  From my experience I have found parent teacher conferences much more useful if you the student are part of the process.  As such students will fill out surveys about the class and their experience prior to conferences.  I will then offer a rare opportunity at extra credit.  If you attend parent teacher conference along with your parent and read the survey and participate in discussion you will receive 10 extra credit points on any non-project exam grade of your choosing.  I also understand that some parents prefer not to have you the students attend.  In light of this I will extend this offer to you.  If you can’t attend the actual conference, If you make an appointment to meet with me to discuss the survey within a week of the actual conference I will give you the ten points. 

I look forward to learning along with you this year.  I hope it will be an interesting and enriching experience.  I will expect a lot from you and in return please expect a lot from me.  

Please remove and return the paper  below:

Student Name (PLEASE PRINT):

Students:  I have read these expectations and I understand them.  I will honor this policy while in Honors Biology.

Signature:_____________________________   Date:_____________

Parents: My student has discussed these expectations with me and I understand and support them.

Signature:_____________________________  Date:______________

Phone Number:______________________  Email:________________

Teacher:  I will be fair and consistent in upholding these expectations facilitating every student’s right to learn.

Signature:_____________________________   Date:_______________

