Journal Topic #3  August 8, 2011 (The Last One!!!)

VII.
 Interdependence in Nature—Living organisms rarely exist alone in nature.

Example: Microscopic organisms can live in a symbiotic relationship in the intestinal tract of another organism; the host provides shelter and nutrients, and the microorganisms digest the food.

1. For each of the ecology terms please define and provide an example that illustrates.  Make sure in your own words you explain why your example works for the word. (mutualism, parasitism, commensalisms, intra-specific competition, inter-specific competition, and predation.)

2. Find an article dated within the last year on the topic of ecological interactions. Summarize the article and describe how the interaction could have implications on the larger ecosystem. For example what if you didn’t have bacteria living in your stomach?

3. Far too often insects are only viewed as pests.  Like the topic states we are all dependant on each other.  Please explain how this could be true of insects and support your statement with atleast three examples that support.

Remember these responses are journal entries.  For each of these please respond with a well thought-out and thorough answers.  A lengthy paragraph should suffice for each.

 Enjoy the rest of your summer!

If you are unsure of anything or have any questions, email me at rkeith@lisbonschoolsme.org.

