Journal Topic #2  July 13, 2011

Regulation—Everything from cells to organisms to ecosystems is in a state of dynamic balance that must be controlled by positive or negative feedback mechanisms. 
1. Please define and give an example of a positive feedback mechanism in the human body.  How does the example fit positive feedback?

2. Please define and give an example of a negative feedback mechanism in the human body.  How does the example fit negative feedback?

3. Please thoroughly explain how blood glucose levels in the blood are maintained within a relatively narrow range. (Hint: think insulin and glucagon)

4. How does type I and II diabetes, mess this process up? Make sure you explain what each disease is and how they are different.

5. Lastly, to show your thorough understanding of the topic.  Pick a non-science example that shows a negative or positive feedback system.

You must be specific when answering these questions.  In the past students have been too vague when answering questions like this.  Really think about it and try to link the definition to what you know before you go into too much depth.  (Thus, Do the first part of one and two and five before you do the rest.

 Enjoy the rest of your summer!

If you are unsure of anything or have any questions, email me at rkeith@lisbonschoolsme.org.

